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Manu Wildlife Center 
 

Over the past few years, the Manu Wildlife Center has become 

recognised as THE jungle lodge to visit in Peru. Located deep in the 

amazing Manu Biopshere Reserve, the Manu Wildlife Center is simply surrounded by an unbelievably diverse 

selection of wildife. 

 

The world's largest known tapir lick, and the most photogenic macaw in lick in Peru are both just a short distance 

from the lodge, and Manu offers by far the best opportunity to see the Amazon's more reclusive inhabitants, like 

jaguars and sloths, as well as a huge variety of birds, monkeys and other animals, all visible from the Centre's two 

canopy viewing platforms. 

 

The Centre doesn't skimp on comfort, however, with 22 private cabins each with ensuite facilities and excellent 

communal areas, all just a short flight from Cusco. No wonder then, that Conde Nast Traveller magazine rated it as 

"simply the most intense wildlife experience" anywhere in the Amazon... 
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Day One - Into the jungle  

Early this morning we will pick you up from your hotel and take you to the airport for a 

quick thirty-five minute flight in a twin-engine plane down into the jungle to Boca Manu. 

Here you will board a motorized canoe for the 90 minutes journey down the Madre de Dios 

River to Manu Wildlife Centre, where we will arrive in time for lunch. The afternoon will be 

spent exploring some of the 30 miles of clean forest trails that surround the lodge. On these 

trails you have an excellent chance to encounter some of the 12 species of monkeys which inhabit the area, 

including the Monk Saki and Emperor Tamarin monkeys. Then, after dinner you will have a short night 

excursion to explore some of the fascinating nocturnal life of the jungle. 

Day Two - Macaw and Tapir Licks  

Rising before dawn, we take a 25 minute boat journey downstream to the only large parrot 

and macaw clay lick in the Manu area. When water conditions permit we will be hidden on a 

floating catamaran blind which affords excellent views and photo opportunities of hundreds 

of medium-sized and large parrots arriving first at the lick, followed by the arrival of the 

large Red-and-Green Macaws. 

After lunch at the Centre we continue to explore the forest trails surrounding the lodge, and plan to spend the 

late afternoon up a 34 meter canopy platform. Here, we watch the last frantic activity in the rainforest canopy, 

or rush hour, before night settles. 

In the evening we will take a short walk of about 60-75 minutes through the night forest to the Amazon’s 

largest known Tapir clay lick. Here we climb a 17 by 17 foot observation platform perched almost 20 feet 

above the lick itself where we wait for the lumbering Tapirs to arrive. Then, using powerful flashlights we 

hope to observe and photograph them in action. 

Day Three - Blanco Oxbow Lake  

After another early morning departure by boat and short hike from the river, you have what 

promises to be an exciting visit to Blanco Oxbow Lake. This lake is home to a variety of 

aquatic life and water birds, including the prehistoric-looking hoatzin and a family of giant 

otters. 

After returning for lunch at the Centre your guide is available to further explore the forest trails for more 

wildlife encounters. Alternatively, time is available to independently practice your abilities and experience this 

expanse of rainforest habitats on your own. Then, in the evening, from the late afternoon until after dinner, we 

offer an opportunity to take a boat trip back out onto the river to search for caiman and other nocturnal animals. 

Day Four - Back to Cusco  

After an early breakfast, we leave just after dawn by motor canoe for the two hour return trip 

to the Manu landing strip, taking advantage of valuable early morning wildlife activity along 

the river. From here you fly to Cusco, where your jungle adventure ends and we meet you to 

take you back to your hotel. 

 


